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WARNER MIFFLIN'S 
DEFENCE. 


X was bom and chiefly rail i on the F.a'i 
Shore of Virginia; and aid: ugh mv P.. rents 
were of the religious Society called Quakers, 
and exemplary in their Liv . \ et ! wim ed 
great incitements to .a cv-pai t n : • fro tl prin- 
ciples held by that People, ther. b. i; >■ none of 
the Profeffion, except nur Fit mil \ within lixty 
Miles; and my Afloci u< r< ; th e, who 
tenacioufly held the prevailin ntimem i i fa- 
vour of Slavery: So that i had no r trinity 
of having my heart and vi -a .-nla gcJ on this 
interefting Subject, b\ comv . .. v h fuch of 
my Brethren in Profeflion, wim i-rd come to 
fee the neceffity of an partial cn miry into 
the nature and tend , «>i' this atrocious 
pra&ice. 

Thus fituated and m- 1 ,:tht then pf.flc ling 
a number of Slaves, : \ . in gieat u;;r:g..r 

becoming blinded bv the influence of Ct lorn. 
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the bias of Education, and the delufions of 
fclf-interefl ; from whence I certainly muft have 
become uttered as in the Chains or wrong ha- 
bits, had not the emanations of divine Light 
and Grace (which I had been early inftru&ed 
to pay attention to) powerfully prevailed in fuc- 
cefTive vifitations, fo operating as to 1'ubvert the 
c ‘lefts of dangerous prepofTeilions, and difpofing 
my mind to yield to the influences of belt wii- 
dom, on this, to my prefent view, one of the 
word of fins. 

And it is with peculiar fatisfaftion I have to 
remark, that my Father was not long behind 
me in efpoufmg the c ufe of Liberty : After 
fealing the fincerity of his profefiions by the 
liberation of about an hundred Blacks, not- 
ithflanding the difcouragt :ncut of a I. aw then 
.rifling, he became a zealous Advocate and 
interceflcr for them with their Maflers, and in 
many inflance were his labours fuccefsful : Of- 
ten appearing alone in Courts of Law, amidffc 
furrounding Opponents, to plead the Caufe of 
Individuals of the African Race, who had a 
claim to freedom » 

An occurrenc. took place about the fourteenth 
year of my Age, that ten dr! to pave the way 
for the reception of thofe impreliions which 
have (nice been fealed with indeli clcarnefs 
on my undcritanding. Being in the Field with 
my Father’s Slaves, a young Man among them 
quell ioned me 44 Whether I thought it could be 

44 right, that i ’ y jhould be toiling to raife me, and 

45 I fait to fchot!, and by and by their children 
“ mvfl do Jo for mine aljo?” Some little irrita- 
tion took place in my mind at firll ; but his rea- 
foning Anally fo imprefled me as never to be 

erafed 
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evafed — The idea of lofing fo much property as 
what I might probably expect from ihe great 
number my Father poffeffed, feemed hard on 
firft view to reconcile ; however, before I ar- 
rived at Manhood I determined new r to be a 
Slave holder— Yet on fettling in a A tarried life, 
commenced the proving ot my Faith on this 
head — I became pofdfed of feveral Minor 
Slaves by my Wife and divers came from my 
Fathers on different errands, ith a conclufion 
to abide with me, without any move thereto on 
his part or mine: As alfo feveral that never 
lived with him, that were of my ' others family 
of Blacks from Kent Count: Ala. land— htis 
all T then had of lawful A < , being o enteers, 
I fat down quiet in Fr ic .fee: them, cmul at 
length I became aknoff perfuaffd i con id mt 
do without them — And /hen 'he fui-jffi ot 
freeing Blacks was treated on, the piovaiung 
fentiment was, that Negroes v el fhi es 
they would not do to be free ; ud though t' ' 
was chiefly the plea of Slave 1 Id rs, y v , 

glad to embrace it as a pretext for kee*/ g i ; , 
but I was not buffered long to 11 nnreprov 
in this fpot ; my fig leaf cover! : ol excufewa- 
ftripped off and my Rate iff. . o .red to me by 
the penetrating Ravs of that Sight - hi u >rah- 
eth inanifcft ** for wbatfeever m. ma::ifej: is 
“ light from whence confide:;' si a conflict 
arofe in my fail ; when after ennomut-g for 
fume time debating, refolvir. ; ; «nd re-refolving, 
a period arrived, wh ) he who ’ Ins .ray in 
the Clouds, in the Whirlwind, the Farthquai. . 
and thick darknefs, v.. ] -leafed to aroufe me to 
greater vigilance by his terrors lor Sin, '•••r 
having omitted what had appeared clearly ; » my 

duty 
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duty in this bufinefs, when in a time of thunder 
ftorm, every flafli appeared as though it might be 
the inftrument to difpatch me into a ftate of 
fixednefs, and -with the meafure of my duty 
herein not filled up ; what then could I expect 
if taken in that condition, but an eternal repa- 
ration from heavenly enjoyment ? And though 
thefe fenfations may appear firange to l'ome, 
who neither fear God nor regard Man yet I fill 
retain a willingnefs, that fuch feafons of convul- 
fion in the outward Elements, may be impref- 
fve of folid inftrudtion to my mind. 

It then fettled on my underflanding, that I 
fl.ould indeed be excluded from happinefs if 1 
continued in this breach of the divine Law, 
written upon my heart as by the finger of Hea- 
ven ; altho’ want and difgrace to my family had 
prefented with threatening afpeft, iliould I ad- 
here to its dictates. After which, in the Year 
i y74, I manumited thofe I had by my Wife, 
flattering myfelf fuch who came of their own 
accord 1 might retain while they chofe to conti- 
nue as heretofore, ’till being vifited with afflic- 
tion, on the prefentation of an awful Eternity, 
a willingnefs was wrought in me to caff my care 
on a mcrciii.l J'rovidence, and to rclign up at all 
events to what I did believe was called for at tny 
hands, that of bearing a faithful Teflimony 
again!: tile abominable practice of enflaving fel- 
low Men, I therefore 1 c: my Father know, hi 
muff take the Blacks away or authorize me to 
fet them free: lie readily told me I might do as 
I would on which in 1775 i executed another 
1 f Emancipation fop all I held as mine. — 

Al - the 2.; til y-.-ar of mv Age I was put in- 
to the Coanmffl.ia ' the Peace, which tended 

to 
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to excite conliderable thirft for preferment i:i 
Government, a tafie that had much impeded the 
progrels of my Tefiimony againft Slavery, as it 
fumiihed an Idea of additional neceflity for Slaves 
to fupport me in that mode of Life. Yet after 
thole 1'eafons of conflict before hinted at, I be- 
came impreifed with a belief that it was right 
for me to decline this Office, and with it any fu- 
ture advancement to Rations in Power. — Alt ho’ I 
revere Magiltracy, confiding in the Sacred Text, 
that it is an Ordinance of God , and believing it a 
great benefit to mankind when executed under 
his holy and preferving fear — But in the prefent 
Rate of Governments, 1 apprehend my Brethren 
cannot be active therein confiRent with our high 
profeffion, of being called to become, thro’ a 
faithful adherence to divine monitions, even as 
fome of the firR fruits of the Nations unto God, 
in the fupport of our principle againR War, with 
which the various Governments, among Men 
have fo much affinity — I was folenmly impreifed 
with the importance of the truR when about 
undertaking the Com million, and refolved to 
difeharge my duty therein fully; yettho’ I en- 
deavoured to perform this to the beR of my un- 
derRanding, I never felt that peac^ of Soul I 
defired, during my continuance in Office, this 
brought me into a Uriel ferutinv, and a con urina- 
tion fucceeded of the Truth of our great Ma- 
Rers declaration “ My Kingdom is not of this 
“ World.” My mind hath remained RedfaRly 
attached to thefc fentiments, when at different 
times fince I have been folicited to accept of an y 
Ration either in the Legiflative or Executive de- 
partments of Government, efpccially as it con 
fiderably unfits for the promulgation of peace 

and 
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and good will among Men, when there is an 
embarkation in human policy, on its floating 
.Sea of party Spirit; that gendereth envy, ma- 
lice, revenge, rents, divifions and War — And 
the abundant ufe of Oaths, with frequent per- 
juries, in what relates to matters of Govern- 
ment, appears to me not only a manifeft violati- 
on of Thrifts injunction to his followers “ Swear 
‘ n t at all” as what exceedeth the Ample and 
plain communication of “ Tea yea , and nay , na\\ 
‘ cometh of evil” but is alfo a profanation of 
ih Sacred Name. 

And indeed I have felt fcrupulous of taking an 
ictive part at Elections, leaft I (hould not only be- 
come tinctured with a Spirit of party, but alfo 
contribute by my Vote to the placing thofe in 
power who might become oppreflors of tender 
Confciences. If we give no juft occafion of of- 
' nt , but are in other relpects ufeful Members 
of the Community, we may be admitted with- 
out ccnfure to the exercife of thefe fcruplcs ; and 
it would be more to the honour as well as blef- 
fing of the World, ii the tender Confcience was 
more cherifhed. 

To refume the thread of my Narrative — I 
was concerned with two Eftates, to which be- 
longed many of the African Race; in one 
they were willed to the Heirs particularly nam- 
ed, and as Executor I conceived I muft ex- 
ercife the government over them, to enable me 
to fettle with the Heirs. But I was turned folid- 
iy to confider, that I fliould not be juftilied in 

: ng that for another, winch I was fully con- 
vinced was a An to do on ray own account — The 
profpect being clear, a folemn imprellion took 
place at the time, that I believed to be the lan- 
guage 
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guage of holy certainty, That neither I nor 
mine Jhould ever fuffer by my d /charging them; 
which 1 believe was never doubted by me. I 
callcil therm in and let them know, fo far as I 
had power they Were free; l'orne who were hired 
by their own conl'ent, I informed they inult con- 
tinue the time out and they lhould have their 
Wages, and like-wile all t heir earnings from their 
Mailers death; which was fully complied with 
on my part to the be lt of nr, knowledge, and 
according to my faith fo was the event, the fevc- 
ral Heirs as they arrived at age, liberated the 
Slaves and releai'ed me. 

I alfo found an engagement o make reftitut;- 
on to thole I had held in a Stare of bondage, 
for th time fo held, which was done according 
to the judgment of indifferent Men, agreed on 
by tnvfelf and the blacks. And <>n reflection I 
found I had fo much hand in felling fomc, as to 
put me under an obligation to releafe litem; 
which I did to a conlitlerable amount, on iny 
own account, my then Wife’s, and lbme wh 
belonged to her bather and Grandfather. — 

About this time 1 was appointed on a Com- 
mittee to labour with the members of our Socie- 
ty who held Slaves, in order for the convince - 
roent of their underftandi >f the inconliften- 
cy of this practice with Chriflian v, which la- 
bour was fo far bled that in a little time moll -f 
our Members liberated theirs. — Now great itir 
was made as if the Country was going to be over- 
turned and ruined. It appeared as il the La - 
mg Spirit had gone forth to deceive the Peo- 
ple — On my letting mine free, 1 thought it belt 
to put them from me, to manitefl they were 
fo, it was circulated that Mifflin had ft:t free a 

B parcel 
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parcel of lazy worthlefs Negroes ; he could make 
n.r himr by them, therefore fet them at liberty. 
This reflection had i'ome weight with me, how- 
ever unjulf, a. id regarding Scripture injunction, 
not to let our good Its evil Jpoken of, I thought it 
expedient to propofe their having Land and 
Teams, and in return they fhould give me half 
their produce, which was put in execution with 
thole who chofe to accept the Terms, immedi- 
ately the time was turned, that Mifflin was mak- 
ing more Money by his Negroes now than ever, 
and keeping them in more abject Slavery, under 
the pretence of their being free. 1 then deter- 
mined to do what I did believe to be right, not 
regarding the unbridled Longues of Men, and 
o endeavoured to act kill this time, pril- 
ling through both good and evil report. 

An 1 occurred, 1 felt religioufljr en- 

gaged in Tellimony againft the pernicious life of 
ardent Spirits, fo generally prevalent, particu- 
v in time of Harveft — We had been in the 
fuperiiuotis ufe of it in my family, and laying 
myl'clf out as a candidate for promotion in Go- 
\ i in 'ir as before liinteJ, wiicn in the ( onunif- 
fion of the Peace, I frequently kept the Bottle 
and Bowl on the Table From Morning kill Night; 
it being then, and I fear is yet too much, the 
corrupt manner by which worldly promotion is 
commonly attained: J now found a lore conilict 
was to L>c experienced, in attempting a practice 
fo reverie to what i h; d been in, and in which 1 
fhuuld (Lard alone. And having difeharged ray 
Slaves, 1 f. o ed 1 might nc.er be able to fave my 
Grain or carry on my farm to fupport my fa- 
mily, bur the conviction of its rectitude was inch, 
that i felt impelled to make the attempt, l had 

a number 


a number of People in ray field, a Muller Mafon 
■with divers of his hands, among others, i thought 
if he became reconciled it would tend to fettle 
the minds of his Companions, therefore began 
to Jifcourfe wHi him while he was reaping; when 
in a moll fhocking manner he damned religion 
and laid he would have. Rum; this fo ath cUd 
me, I left the field, apprehending 1 mould never 
be able to Hein fuch a torrent; but fcriduflv pon- 
dering on it, and the lubject enlarging in my 
view with incrcafing weight, it fealed on my 
Spirit, that if 1 Ihotild hand out this Liquor, 
and any Life by its means be loft, as l had feve- 
ral times feen a danger of being the cafe, I 
Ihould not be clear of the blood of fuch, on 
which 1 determined thro’ divine alii I lance never 
to ufe it again on any like occafions, and w ith 
thankfulnefs I may acknowled !je 1 have been fa- 
voured never to fuft'er damage ii.ro’ the dilufe of 
it in mv fields, and fo preferred from the mifap- 
plication of it fince, that in all my concerns there 
has not been one pint li led, except on particular 
Occafions as Medicine, and that but little. 

The late Revoluth m now began to make : r s ap- 
pearance and as 1 was religioufly reftrained from 
taking any part therein, 1 had ih epithet of l’o- 
ryilin placed on me by intcrelLcd holders >>1 
Slaves, infinuations were thrown out that my 
labouring for the freedom of the blacks, w ,. in 
order to attach them to the Britiili interell, noi- 
withllanding 1 had liberated mine on the g und 
of religious conviction, before tin’s revolutioti- 
arv period arrived — Added to tills, on the iflue 
of the Bills of Credit by Congrefs, 1 f it tt 
ftrid.d from receivng them, ldt 1 mi” ht there- 
by, in fome lort defile my hands w th one of 
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the Engines of War; from whence I was fur- 
ther dipped into fympathy with the condition 
of the blacks, in a&ing i'o as to be declared an 
Enemy to my Country, and like them, thrown 
out from i he benefit of its Laws, and this for 
no other Crime, but yielding to the itnpulfes of 
divine Grace or Law of God written in my heart, 
which T ever found the fafeft ground to move 
upon — -Abundant threats were poured out, that 
my houle fhould be pulled down over my head, 
that I fhould be Shot, Carted Ac; this proved a 
fiery tryal, my l'oul was almolt overwhelmed left 
I fhould bring my family to want, and it might 
be through a deception. 1 left my houfe in the 
night feafon and walked into a field in the bitter - 
of nay foul, and without any fenfible relief 
returned back, on flepping into the door I efpicd 
a I'eftament, and opening it in the 13th Chap, 
of Revelations, found mention there made of a 
time, when none fhould buy or fell, but thofe 
who received the mark of the Beall in the right 
Hand or forehead: and it fixed in my mind, 
that if I took that Money after thofe irnprcfEons, 

I fhould receive a mark of the bell ial Ipb it of 
War in my right hand; and then the penalty 
which is annexed in the enluing Chapter mutt 
follow — I then refolved through the Lords al- 
fiftance, which I craved might be afforded, let 
what would follow, never to ilea), in any of 
it, this afforded me fome relief, and finding my 
Wife fo far united with me as to refufe it like- 
wife (faying though Ihe did not fed the matter 
as 1 did, j et through fear of weakt ning my hands, 
(he was moft eafy not to touch it) 1 became 
much llrengthened and religncd to fuifer what 
Blight be allotted^ feeling at tin ics the prevalence 

of 
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of that power, which delivers from all fear of 
the malice of Mdn or infernal fpirits, and re- 
duces the foul into perfed fubjection to the holy 
will and ordering. 

Light feems to be increafingly fpreading on 
this fubjed, or at leaft more arc difpofed to 
yield to its emanations thereon than heretofore; 
an in (lance of w hich is a pamphlet written by a 
Clergyman in England and lately reprinted by 
I). Humphreys, in Philadelphia which I would 
1 recommend to the perufal of my Readers, in 
w r hich he remarks, c Such is the dread of fin- 

* gularity in diffenting from opinions landioned 

* by public approbation and applaufe, that but 
‘ few have courage to forfake the beaten track 

* and think for themfdves, in matters contehldly 
‘ of the higheft importance : And thus the lpecious 
‘ reafonings and conclufions of men, who have no 

* better claim to infallibility than ourfelves, are 

* fullered to divert us from a fimple attention to 

* the example and unambiguous precepts of him, 
‘ who has prefented to us, in his own facred 

* perfon, celellial excellence, and the mod com- 
‘ plete pattern of all moral virtue — On fub- 
‘ jeds which do not relate to the great truths of 

* Religion, we may be indifferent, and it is 
‘ doubtlefs, bell not to be earned: and tenacious 

* for either fide of the Queffion; but when doc- 
‘ trines, upon the eflablifiunent and promulga- 

* tion <rf which, the temporal and perhaps the 
‘ eternal welfare of Millions in fome mcafure 
‘ depends, it is the duty ; nd interdh of every 

* one to fearch for Truth as for hid treafure; to 
f be fully perluaded in his own Mind, that his 
( principles are founded in immutable truth and 
f unerring rectitude — Let fuch then unfold 
f the facred volume, which contains the charter 


* of our eternal falvation, and fay in what part 
4 of it they can find any paffage that will either 
‘ directly or indirectly, prove war to be juflifi- 
‘ able on Chriftian principles — That will furnifh 
« one argument in favour of a Chriftians endea- 
4 vouring to injure his fellow Creature, even his 
« molt bitter and inveterate enemy, fo much as 
‘ in thought; or what is more; that can juftify 
4 him in diflodging a human Soul from its ap- 
4 pointed tabernacle, by deftroying that life 
4 which he neither gave nor can reftore? do 
« not the doctrines of the new Teftament uni- 
« formly declare againft it, and molt exprefsly 
‘ and unequivocally prove that War is directly 
‘ oppofed to the very aim and end of Chriftiani- 
4 ty, which offers reconciliation to the greateft of- 
£ fenders, and makes our acceptance with God 
« abfolutely to depend on our forgivenefs of 
‘ thofe by whom we ourfelves have been in- 
4 jured ?’ — 

4 Suicide, that lifts his guilty arm againft his 
‘ own facred perfon, naturally excites inch hor- 
4 ror in the mind, that he who has impioufly 
e dared to infringe upon the prerogative of his 
£ Maker, by “putting a period to his own life, is 
« held to be unworthy the common rites of 

* iepulture — The Laws of this Country rank 
4 duelifts and their feconds in the clafs of mur- 
c derers, fince they impioufly wanton with their 
‘ own lives and thofe of their fellow Creatures 
‘ (fee Blackftones Commentaries), the gratificati- 
‘ on of revenge, the darling paflion of narrow, 
4 favage, and untutored minds, may, perhaps, 
4 be pleaded by fome, as an excufe for the 
4 encounters of thefe gentlemen-like rnurder- 
< ers ; — But what can be faid in extenuation of 

‘ the 


‘ the guilt of thofe who fet others on to War, 

‘ who never faw each others faces, nor ever had 
c any poftible occafion for hatred or animcfity ? 

‘ Who can fay that fuch are more innocent 
‘ than the duelift and fuicide, or lefs deferring 
‘ the punilhment due to fuch heinous offences 
‘ againft the divine Law, &c.’ 

The War advancing with increafing di ft ref 3, 
gloomy profpeds opened, and clofe provings 
f'eemed at the door of fuch who were mealurably 
redeemed from the fpirit of party. Not only 
our Teftimony againft War, in the fupport of 
which our religious Society have been oft brought 
under tryals ; but that againft pulling down or 
fetting up of Governments was brought to the 
Teft. As there are thofe, who from full expe- 
rience know, that it is not a cunningly devifed 
Fable, but the Truth of God revealed in the 
heart, through his Light and good Spirit, that 
{hews us we are called to raife the pure Stand- 
ard of the Prince of Peace, above all party rage, 
ftrife, contention, rents and divilimss, in the 
fpirit of meeknefs and wifdom ; and in quiet- 
nefs and confidence, patiently to fufi'er what 
may arife for the promotion of this peaceable 
Government of the Shiloh ; in and through an 
innocent life and converfation ; wherein the 
language is felt of ‘ Glory to God in the high - 
‘ ejl, on Earth peace and good will to Men 
And this was the experience of many, 1 am 
bold to aflert it, even during the late cruel War, 
when thoufands of Men were endeavouring in 
its fierce and voracious fpirit to deftroy one 
another — Such have been my own fenfations, 
when at one view I have beheld both parties, 
and had to riik a paflage through them— I count- 
ed 


ed none my enemy, I felt no fear from any 
thing on iny part in thought, word, or deed : 
many times concluding, I Ihould have had no 
obje&ion for the two contending Generals to have 
known my whole heart and conduct, having at 
an early period of that Calamity been convinced, 
it would not do for me, even in idea, to wander 
the boundaries of my profefled principles; 
or I could not expert to be l'uilained by the fecret 
aid of the Cod of the faithful, whofe everlaft- 
ing Arm of help, with humble gratitude I may 
acknowledge, hath been ftretchcd out for my 
ftrengthening and confirmation in a variety of in- 
flances : One of which was, when called upon 
among others for the fupport of Truth, to ap- 
pear before the Aflembly of Pennfylvania, on 
behalf of our F ft-nds who w-ere bani/hed from 
Philadelphia to Virginia, for the well known for- 
gery and unjuft charge on our Society, dated 
from Spank Town, refpe&ing which, l’ome yet 
undertake to vilify us, though it hath been fo 
fully refuted and cleared up. After which oc- 
currence, I queried with an American Officer of 
high rank, whether he did believe that could 
have been wrote in any of our Meeting- ? to 
which he replied, * Tic believed it was wrote in 
* a Meeting Houfe* — I told him it would be 
hard for us to be anfwerable for all the crimes 
committed in our Meeting Houles, when they 
chofe to take them from us by force, but did he 
believe it was wrote by any of the Society? his 
anfwer was * He believed Gen. Sullivan knew 
who wrote it’ — And w hen on the day of the bat- 
tle of Germantown, our Yearly Meeting i filled a 
Teftimony refptcling our peaceable principles, 
denying laid charge l was one among others, ap- 
pointed 
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pointed to prefent this to the Commander in 
Chief of each Army, which was a proving time j 
to pafs through oppofmg Armies, molt of whofc 
minds were perhaps agitated, and many of them 
afrefh fired by the Spirit of War, from their re- 
cent engagement; and with no paffport or (hield 
to protect us from any mereik atiack, but our 
own innocence flickered by the wing of divine 
prefervation : Herein I was brou j renew- 
ed fympathy with our oppreffed A iren, 

who are many of them expofed to the uncontre j!- 
ed power of Man, without an; riounal on all 
the Earth whercunto they can appeal lor redrds 
of grievances. — 

After many fimilar exerciles, with frequent 
calls' for, but little feizure of my property, 'till 
the clofe of the War (when great jfpoi 1 
made), through a flxady perfeverance thing ; be- 
gan to wear a different afpcct, hard fpeeches, 
four looks and threats gradually abated fo that 
through the whole I had not an infult offer d to 
me in Pcrfon. 

Congrefs having publilhed a dedmatii 
that they ‘ hold thefe Truths to be felf e ident. 
‘ That all Men are created equal; that they are 
‘ endowed by their Creator with certain unali- 
‘ enable rights ; that among thefe are life, liber 
‘ ty and the purfuit of happinefs. That, tu : 

‘ cure thefe rights. Governments are inilituted 
* among Men.’ Seeing it was the very fubftance 
of the doctrine I had been concerned to promul- 
gate for years, I became animated with a hope, 
that if this was fincere in the Reprefentatives, 
and by them inculcated among the People gene- 
rally; a blefiing to this Nation would accompany 
thole endeavours. To ferve my Country by ex- 
C ertions 
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ertions to remove one caufe of impending Judg- 
ments, I was concerned to umte with my Bre- 
thren in reprefenting this matter to different I.e- 
giflative bodies — In the Year 1782 we appeared 
before the Affembly of Virginia; which was at- 
tended with great fatisfaclion, having a let of 
Liberal fpirited Members to ileal with, when a 
Law took place admitting of emancipation; to 
which Law Judge Tucker fays in his late pub- 
lication, may be attributed the liberation of 
feme thoufands of blacks — In i 783 we prefented 
a Memorial to Congrefs refpecting the Slave 
Trade and met with encouragement. And af- 
terwards in the Aflemblies of Pennfylvania, Ma- 
ryland, and Delaware, fome important fteps 
were taken. Alfo in our after application to 
Congrefs it was evident, that a large part of 
that Body were favourably difpofed towards the 
rights of this People. From thefe encouraging 
circujnftances I was induced to hope that Divine 
favour might yet be continued to this Land; 
though often impreffed with fears, that our pro 
grefs in this bufinefs was not proporti -nably 
great to the light that had arifen — And indeed 
it is a mournfid confideration, that this Nation 
(liould yet be ftained with the blood oi' the African 
Trade; and that 702,000 Slaves, according to 
latter calculation, ihould continue, to groan in a 
Land of boaltcd Liberty. My heart has been 
grieved and foul lamented lor tin's afflicted Race, 
as well as the condition cf niy Country; having 
oft felt as I did at the begit , of the Revolu- 
tion, apprehenftve, the hand of Judgment was 
ready to be opened and oulftretched upon a 
guilty People, it there was not greater reformati- 
on in this point, fo as to appeafe offended Ju- 
ft ice; 


ftice ; as the outrages committed therein again ft 
humanity, 1 coalite as alone fuffiaent to draw 
down fovereign indignation, exdufAC of 
other evils and vices too prevalent in the Land. 

An occurrence took place which produced re- 
newed exercife of mind, and in the hour of af- 
flidion fealed further inftruflion on this objec. . 

I received a fevere hurt on my Leg, and win 
under extreme anguifh in drolling , it, 

into Sympathy with a poor bobber, whofe Leg 

being Mured and he kit without help « J 
field 8 of Battle. The fenfation was fo powerful, 

I told my Wife, that ever fmee arriving to years 
Lpiue of judging, I hud U Tchmon, ag™! 
War, but never fo powerfully as at that > 
feeling fo, that if every farthing we were poffef- 
|d of! vAs feized for "the purpofe o upp-tmg 
War, and I was informed it fcould al go, ex- 
cept I gave voluntarily one Hulling, that 1 wa. 
fatisfied I fhould not lo redeem it. 

Shortlv after which, an account armed that a 
Veffel from the Welt Indies was run a Ihore at 
I ewis Town by the Englifh, and the Mihtia were 

called upon to keep t ’ ® 

on which this clear prefentauon to, -place lkre 

is the Channel trough which m > ™ e . of 
tional Hoflility thqfe faeetsl ain l<> fond of come, 
at a manifell 'rifle of the hecs ot fellow Men. I 
remember powerfully what were Datrtds lenlati- 

onT when 'his vail. J ; ^ 

Pbilittine Army to bring him Water from a Veil 
which he longed for; he ^s fouck wath ^ 
pathyfor their fttuatmr ; nd became they 
in Jeopardy of (heir Lives , was not eafy to gra- 
tify his palate therewith, but poured it ou t 
dedication to the Lord. M hke manner I Me 


a prohibition from ufing Foreign imports, and 
during the continuance of the War, never touch- 
ed therewith, except what feafoning of Salt might 
have been in my food when from home — And 
being brought into a deep feeling for the oppref- 
fions of the poor Africans in the Weft Indies; 
have never been eafv with indulging in the pro- 
duce of their Labours fince; lead it fhould even 
in a finall degree contribute towards the conti- 
nued exiftence of a Trade, which intcrefts the 
Planters in keeping up the number of their 
groaning labourers. 

And fully believing that * Righteoufnefs cx- 
‘ alteth a Nation, but Sin is a Ihame to any Peo- 

* pic,’ I am anxioufly defirous we may be num- 
bered with the wife promoters of the Public good. 
And indeed l am perfuaded, that the growing 
Sins of America, if perfiflcd in, will be finally 
attended with dreadful confcquences, according 
to the Teftimony of the facred Records, that, 

* Verily there is a reward for the righteous, 

‘ verily there is a Godthatjudgethin ihe Earth;' 
and in the due exercife of his Judgment, taking 
cognizance of the atHons of Men, he will af- 
furedly recompcnce to all according to the fruit 
of their doings, to Nations as well as to indivi- 
duals, let the Sophift fpeculate as he will about 
facred things, in that wifdom which darkens 
cow'. fit by words without (true) b'.tnv!ed*c. 

It is from a fenfe of tint y both to myfclf and 
Country that I make thefe obfervations, and ftats 
fome things interefting to both. It was on this 
ground 1 became engaged with other:, to urge 
the fubjech of our concern to inherent Legifla- 
tun s ; to remove legiflative obftacles from thofe 
difpofed to liberate their Slaves, and to protect 

thofe 


thofe let free. And though falutary Laws Live 
been enafted in fome States, for which I believe 
a bleffing will or doth defcend upon them, yet 
ftill the evil is continued in other parts of Ameri- 
ca in a molt glaring degree: Where confcienti- 
ous perfons are dii’couraged from Liberating, as 
by exifting Laws the blacks are liable afrefh to 
be taken into Captivity, by a ditTolute People 
difpofed to avail thcinfelves of unrighteous Laws ; 
in many inltances great numbers have been 
cruelly feized and fold into renewed bondage — 
Doth not this excite a fearful apprehenfion that 
the meafure of their iniquity is filling up, who fo 
aft, and that they are ripening for that chaltize- 
ment which fhall be poured forth on the workers 
of iniquity? and is not the confi deration of it a 
loud call on that flate where fuch evils prevail, to 
aroqfe, and by a more righteous procedure en- 
deavour if poflible, to avert the impending flroke? 
and what may be expefted both in that and other 
States, where there is an increafe of cruel and 
barbarous reparation fuffered between the nearcfl 
Conneftions in life for gain, even where they 
have had magnanimity enough to give fome check 
to the African Trade! an additional Enormity 
prevailing, is the frequent kidnapping of free 
blacks, carrying them off and felling them for 
Slaves, in fome inftances of whole families, and 
in others feparating them one from another. 

It is urged as a very great objection to the 
emancipation of blacks, their difpofition to pilfer- 
ing, but is not the word of Robbery in depriv- 
ing them of that mofl valuable Property, Liber- 
ty, and keeping them p.nder the opprelTion ot 
Slavery, the very caufc of this fault? being pinch- 
ed at limes for almoft every necefl’ary of life, they 

naturally 
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naturally put forth a hand to partake of what 
their labour gives them fome claim to in equity 
from their polfeifors, where due fupport is with- 
held; and thefe practices becoming habitual, in 
their impoveriihed condition, they dilcriminate 
not fufficicntly between the property of thofe 
they labour for and others; but when oppor- 
tunity prefents frequently fupply their wants from 
all alike, except where a principle of religious 
rectitude reftrains from all fuch acts : I attempt 
not to palliate the crime. I have endeavoured 
what lies in my power to reprobate fuch proceed- 
ings, labouring to inculcate the Chriltian doc- 
trine of returning good for evil, whereby they 
may know an overcoming evil with good; and 
to point out the neceffity of departing from thefe 
practices, being objections fpeciouily aliedged 
againft their general liberation: But as Slavery | 
decreafes and is exploded, we may reafonably 
hope its concomitant habits will alfo decreafe, 
and a greater nobility of Soul take place. I be- 
lieve the Almighty hath arifen to Judgment in 
this bufmefs, and that his voice will be found 
to exceed the found of many Waters, or all 
the clamours of the People; overpowering all | 
oppofition whatfoever. 

If we proved more faithful in the difcharge r, 
of our duty towards God and this People, I be- |. 
lieve they would aft differently towards us — But j 
where does Negro crimes exceed the Crimes of 
White Men ? when we view them. Idling tender | 
Babes from a fond Mother, a beloved Wife from 
an affectionate Hufband, or an aged Father frolnft 
his offspring with whom he hath lived from their f 
early years; and although a Slave, capable oiji 
the ties of affection and enjoying confolation inf 
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their Society; and now, as to this life, forever 
parted — Ah ! what language can paint in its ge- 
nuine Colours this abominable praftiee? how 
rejoicing would it be to me, if with divine allow- 
ance, I might be placed in an allotment exempt 
from that continued grief of foul, which is almoft 
daily renewed, from feeing and hearing of thofe 
acts of inhumanity committed by my countrymen ! 
could I have believed mylelf authorized by the 
approbation, of Heaven, I ihould long ’ere this 
time have fought an afylum in fome other Quar- 
ter — but I defire to be found in my proper allot- 
ment the little time I may be continued here: — 
faithfully difcharging my duty to wards my Crea- 
tor and my Country. 

And now my fellow Citizens, let me call your 
ferious attention to the prefent condition of our 
Land, you more efpecially who believe in a God, 
in the fuperintendance of his Providence, and 
in the Sacred Records : Let us ruminate on 
what is perpetrated within its borders ; we who 
have been fo highly favoured of the Almighty ; 
and make fo great profeffion refpecting liberty 
to the World, I believe it can be proved, that 
fince the Revolution, even within the Ifnall com- 
pafs of the State of Delaware and its adjoining 
part of Maryland, there hath been more free 
blacks kidnapped and carried into Slavery, than 
there has been of American Citizens captured 
by the Algerines. Where are the feeling Pa- 
rents, who buffered inexpreffible grief on ac- 
count of their darling Children ftript from them 
in the late W ar ? are not thefe in any degree 
; |l brought to feel anothers woe ? 

>Some advance that Negroes pay no regard to 
the natural ties of Hufband and Wife, Parent 

and 
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and Child — I know to the contrary; unnatural 
and hardened characters there are in all Nations, 
but that fuch abound more among this People 
than others, in proportion to their circum fiances, 
I cannot admit. Where fuch in (lances have 
arifen, to whom mud we apply the guilt ? on 
the poor tried blacks, or on nominal profeffors 
of 1 the bleffed name of Chrill ? who with re- 
lentlcfs tyranny can advertize among!!: other 
flock on a farm, a number of thefc Brethren 
by Creation ; and when the afili&cd fufferers 
arc called up for Sale, reluctantly advancing 
with tears falling from their Eyes — Oh blufii 
Americans at this ! perhaps a Trader in human 
flelh from Georgia, bills off a Mother and her 
Child, the Matter of this dreadful Tragedy de- 
manding more to be brought forward — An ad- 
venturer from Kentucky proves the highefl bid- 
der for the Father and another Child — Thus 
are Families torn afunder, the Marriage Tic 
violated and made ot no account, and their Cup 
of human mifery filled up with mingled bitters — 
And perhaps among the fpetlators, yea in other 
Lots fold, of thefe haplefs vi&ims to Avarice, 
even among the Speculators, may be found 
profeffed Mini (lets of the Gol'pel, who riot only 
behold without reproof thefe proceedings, but 
are partakers of this gain of oppreffionA — Is 

there 

* Numerous are the inflances that m ight he adduce*! to 
tliew tin- inhuman cruelties iullicled ou thefe he’ple'fs People, 
under the public countenance given to the Spirit of Op- 
preffion and Tyranny ; a few cafes may luffico to give the 
general features of thofc En rmities, of the certainty . here- 
of I have no doubt of my Authority. 

In the County of Kent on Delaware, a Negro man, not 
long finer, having petitioned the Court for his freedom anil 

fecurity 
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there any fpirited difapprobation manifelted 
againfl: this kind of Traffic where it prevails, is 
there not too generally a filent acquiefcence 
therewith ? and have I advanced ought but un- 
deniable truths on the fubjeft ? not faying any 
thing of their hard fare in tyrannical families ; 
though I acknowledge with fatisfaclion their con- 
dition is much meliorated in a general way with- 
in the laft twenty Years, as to their domeftic 
ufage, yet, more diltreifing feparations have 
taken place among them within that l'pace of 
time than heretofore ; Let us then my Country- 
men put our Souls in their Souls ftead, let us 

fecurity being required for his appearance in cafe lie (houM 
be adjudged a Slave, his fecurity took him home to his 
houfe to remain till Trial, the pretended Mailer or his agents 
went armed to the Houfe when the Mailer of the Tamil c 
was from home, violently fei/.ed the black man, much ter- 
rified the Family, carried him off, tied .. Rope round li > 
Neck, fattened it to a Horfe, and drove fo fall as to keep 
the poor black ou a run, being thus dragged in fueh a man- 
ner, and fo mangled and bruifed that he died next Morning, 
No further notice appears to be taken of this brutality, by 
legal Authority, but the formality of a Warrant iffued by 
the chief Juftice, 

Two Negro Men at Snow Hill Maryland, being charged 
with breaking into a Store, whereof on due examination 
they were found perfectly innocent, but prcvioully in ordii 
to convift them, they were inhumanly and illegally tortured 
to make them confefs, by the application of Thumb-screws, 
until their Thumbs burit with the preffure. — 

A Negro Man charged with breaking into a Smoke houfe 
in Northampton County, Virginia, had his Feet put to the 
Fire to bake till they broiled into Bliffers, to toiture him 
into confeffion ; but he was afterward* acquitted of the Fad 
by Confeffion of the Evidence which had been fuborned 
againfl him. 

Of like detectable Practices a Volume might be filled ; 
but a more particular enumeration would not comport with 
the brevity intended in die prefent Reprcfeutation. 

D ir’qinc 


imagine how it would feel, to be groaning under 
the Iron hand of opprellion and no tribunal on 
Earth whereunto we might apply for relief. 

It hath been infufed into the minds of the 
People by the fpirit of feduttion, that I have 
perfuaded the blacks to run from their Mailers, 
that I gave them partes without difcrirninating 
between thole who are free and others, when- 
ever they apply ; and that I keep a large num- 
ber of abfeonded Slaves in clearing my Swamps; 
which was recently thrown before the Members 
of a Eegillative Body, to counteract any influ- 
ence I might poflibly have there ; together with 
an infinuation that I had offered a bribe to a 
connection of one then prefent, on a Negro af- 
fair ; all which alfertions 1 deny as originating 
from the Father of Lies ; and made I believe to 
lay wafte any poflible influence I might have 
againft Slavery. 

Added to thefe things are the curfes, threats 
and hard Ipeeches, that have been thrown out 
againft me, for acting only confonant with the 
principles of the late Revolution, in peaceably 
vindicating the natural Rights of Men, on the 
grounds of Humanity and obligations of the 
Chriftian Religion. And I think I may aflert, 
that 1 never violated the Laws of Men in tills 
bufmefs, unlefs feeding the hungry can be term- 
ed a violation ; to fome of thofe poor diftreffed 
People, when abfeonding as they have repre- | 
fented, on account of very rigorous treatment, I 
have indeed pitied and given them food, in which I 
confidered myfelf warranted by the Law of God, 
and principle of human fympathy, to relieve 
for a little fpace a fuffering fellow Creature, 
who called for artillancc, hungry and weary. 

But f 


jdut It is the reverfe of my judgment of propri- 
ety, in preferving the peace of Society, to per- 
fuade thefe People from their Claimers fervice, 
and beneath the uprightnefs of my Profeilion to 
recommend any as free People who are not fuch. 

I believe a caufe that is fan&ioned by Omnipo- 
tence, needs no fuch effort to make it fuccefsful, 
but the more pure and upright are its efpoufers, 
the more will it be advanced. I am of the faith, 
the voice of the Spiritual Mofes has been as in- 
telligibly founded in the Ears of Americans, as 
ever the voice of Mofes formerly was heard by 
the Egyptians, even the Lord from Heaven, 
who is a quickening Spirit and ' If they efcap- 

* ed not who refilled him that {’poke on Earth, 

* how much more fhall not we efcape, if we 

* turn away from him who fpeaketh from llea- 

* ven?’ who I believe is advancing to lay wade 
all opposition in this bufinefs; which he will ef- 
fect in his own time. And it appears by a large 
part of the Wills latterly made, th it many who 
retain their fenfes, are unwilling to rilk a pal- 
iage into an awful eternity and leave fellow Be- 
ings as Slaves; I marvel there are not many 
more. 

T am troubled at feeing any run from their 
Mailers, and generally count'd fuch, that it is 
my judgment they had better remain at home in 
quiet rdignation as much as poflil ie to their al- 
lotment, and that, if through a good conduct 
they fliould obtain favour of their Maker, he 
could change the hearts of tilde their poffetTors 
and induce them to liberate. Oil which ground 
of inward conviction it is, I wifh to fee the work 
'carried forward. Some have taken my counfel 
an 1 returned, 'others have judged bed to purfue 

their 
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their own profpe&s be the event as it woe. ; 
and fome others, who by accounts met with 
hard treatment at home, I could fay but little 
to on the fubjeft, only as they were Slaves, 
it would not do for them to tarry at my houfe, 
as I could not by that means do them any 
good, and it would only give offence to their 
Claimers. 

Is there a White Man among thoufands, who 
if captured among the Algerines, would not em- 
brace his liberty lhoukl opportunity prefent : If 
I were a humane Algerine refiding in their Land, 
and an American in efcaping from his Mafler 
ventured to call at my houfe, informing he had 
not eat any thing for feveral Days; would my 
Countrymen judge it criminal in me to feed him! 
what then (hould be the conduft of the higher 
profeffors of C.hrillianity, in a fnnilar cafe, to- 
wards a People, who differ from us by a few 
darker /hades in the lkin. Is there any part of 
our Religion that would authorize us to feize 
Inch and drag them again into Chains? or would 
it not be as great a violation of the righteous 
Law of God, who Scripture teftiries is no re- 
l'pecter of Perfons, but who hath created of one 
blood all nations of Men, to feize on one of a 
dark complexion as one of a fairer hue? — Is it 
not through the principles of tyranny and defpo- 
tifin yet too prevalent in America, in cherifhing 
ideas of too much diitinclion among Men on this 
i'ubject, that they are nor only yet retained in 
Slavery, but even, when from a i'enfe of religion 
and jultice their Mailers have di/penfed to them 

the 
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the bleffing of liberty, they have not an equita- 
ble chance to vindicate their right, when it is 
encroached upon by kidnapping : For even where 
thefe acts are known in many Neighbourhoods,, 
what a daftardly Spirit pervades the Minds of 
the People, led they fhould offend form. Neigh- 
bour, afraid to ftep forward in a profecution, 
and if any are impelled to undertake it from 
this Sympathy with the fufferer, they are oft 
put to great difficulties for want of fuitable evi- 
dence ; as thofe Whites who may have due 
knowledge of the matter, oft evade giving their 
Teftimony through fear of making Enemies ; 
and thus in feeing the Thief, yet by filence con 
fenting, according to Scripture, they become 
equally guilty ; and if there were thoufands of 
blacks who could give clear evidence, the Law 
will not admit it as valid— Is not this arbitrary 
and very unjuft ? 

I dread the confequence of a continuance of 
wrong things in our Land, have we not feen 
evident tokens of divine difpleafure ? hath not 
the Sword, the Famine, and Peflilence made 
their appearance in various parts? and as a 
gentle rod fhaking over us, are calling loudly 
to greater degrees of humility, repentance 
and amendment of life ; left oH'ended Om- 
nipotence fhould pour forth upon us more 
abundantly the Vials of his Wrath, and tribula- 
tion, anguifh and woe, be the complicated por- 
tion of the Inhabitants of America — -Let us 
then by a ftrict attention to the dilcharge of our 
duty towards God and Man fo act as to invite 
the Lords’ blellings upon us, who is ever ready 

. to 
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to fhower down his favours on the Obedient 
workman (hip of his hands— -Which that it may 
be our happy experience, is the defire and pray- 
er of a Lover of his Country and Country- 
men, a peaceable Subject to its Laws, and an 
TJniverfal friend to Mankind. 

WARNER MIFFLIN. 
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